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FortuneHunters

-JosephAddison

JosephAddisonwasanEnglishessayist,poet,playwrightandpolitician.It

ismostlyasan essayistthatAddison isremembered today.Hefounded The

Spectatormagazine with his long -standing friend Richard Steele.During the

eighteenthcenturytheperiodicalTheSpectatorjoineditsreadershipintoaunionof

collectivethoughtswiththeabilitytoinfluencethepolitical,socialandfinancial

worldaround.ThejournallendstoourunderstandingofdailyEnglishlifeonmany

levels.

IntheperiodicalTheSpectatorNo.99,entitledFortuneHunters,Joseph

Addisonexpresseshisviewsonyoungmenwhosoughtafteryoungrichgirlsand

marrythem fortheirriches.HecallssuchyoungmenasFortuneHunters.

TheessayFortuneHuntersbeginswithaletterfrom Mr.Jim Watchwellto

thepersonaMr.Spectator.Mr.Watchwellexpresseshisapprehensiononthose

whom headdressesasFortuneHunters.HeinformsMr.Spectatorofhisanxietyas

afatherofayoungheiressofmarriageableage.Hefeelsthattheyareafterherand

trytoimpresshisdaughterinordertomarryher.Asafatherhehasbeenvery

cautiousofhersafety.Thesafetymeasuresundertakentoprotectherhadbeen

futile.Shehadbeenkeptlockedinthehousetillhereighteenthyearandthewindows

ofherroom hadbeencrossbarred.Shehadbeenpermittedgooutonlywithher



keeperandthiskeeperwasalsoareliabledistantrelativeofhis.

Mr.Watchwellfeelsthatinspiteofallhisprecautions,atallIrishman

loiterednearhishouseonwintrynights.Besides,hisdaughterlovedtogotochurch

often,unlikeherearliercharacter.Shehadalsomadeamentionofayoungmanto

herkeeper.Theworstpartofitwasthatonefineday,hefoundhisdaughtermissing.

Onherreturnafteranhour,shehadverycasuallytoldhim thatshehadgonefora

walkattheRosamond’sPond.ThisincidentmadeMr.Watchwelltightenhersecurity.

TheanxiousfatherMr.WatchwellappealedtothepersonaMr.Spectatortoexpress

hisviewsonsuchyoungmenknownasfortunehuntersastheystealafather’s

daughterformakinguptheirownfortunes.

TheypersonaMr.SpectatorrepliestoMr.Watchwellandagreesthatthe

modernfortunehuntersweregoodfornothingfellows.Hegivestheexampleofthe

greatAtheniangeneralThemistocleswhohadwishedtomarryhisdaughtertoa

poordiligentmenratherthanarichspendthrift.Mr.Spectatorregardsthatthe

fortunehuntersoptforshortcutwaystobecomerichsoon.Headdsthatsuch

fortunehuntersareidleandproud.

The cheap charms ofthe fortune hunters such as colourfulgloves,

lecherousglances,talkingaloudetc.arethebaits.Thesetrapsdonotallow the

youngrichgirlstorealizetheirmistakesoffallinginlovewithsuchmen.

NextMr.SpectatordistinguishesbetweenFortuneHuntersandFortune

Stealers.Mr.Suffanus,Mr.Cottilus and Mr.WillHoneyComb are quoted as

examplesofFortuneHunters.Theyareregardedasgentlemenwhoemployedtheir

wholelifeinthechaseofwomen.Mr.Suffanushadnotbeensuccessfulinmarrying

arichheiressandhadgrownold.OntheotherhandMr.Cottilushadbeensuccessful

inmarryingacityladywith20,000sterlingpounds.Buthehaddiedbeforeenjoying

themoneyandthelifehehadgot.Mr.WillHoneyCombhadtriedtomarrya

childlesswidowofarichmanfortwentyyearssuccessively,buthadfailedtomarry

oneashefoundsuchwidowsalwayspre-engagedMr.Spectatorregardsthe

widowsasgreatesttargetsoffortunehunters.Thewidowswhoremarryfortune

hunters hastilyareanswerabletonoonebuttheirownselves.



However,Addisonismoreconcernedofthesecurityofgirlsintheirteens.

Thesegirlsareinnocentastheydonotpossessknowledgeandexperienceofthe

world.Thestealingofsuchinnocentyounggirlsbyyoungmenshouldbeliableto

punishment.Hecomparesthistypeofstealingtorapeandseducingofatenyearold

child.Hecallssuchmenasfortunestealersandappealsfortheirseverepunishment.

ThusthisessayofJosephAddisonexpresseshisconcernontheanxiety

ofeveryparentwhopossessesateenagedaughter.Thoughtheessayseemstobe

humoroussuperficially,thethemedealtinitrequiresseriousattentiontoprotect

younginexperiencedrichgirlsofsociety.
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