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JosephAddisonasanEssayist

JosephAddison,astylistessayist,agreatmoralist,aperfectpreacher,a

scholarlycritic,ajudiciousjournalist,adidacticphilosopher,akeenobserverofthe

contemporarysocietyand a greatliteraryfigure ofthe eighteenth century,is

regardedasoneofthemostfamousfoundersofmodernprosestyle.Mostof

Addison’sessaysaresocialdocumentsoftheeighteenthcenturyEnglishlifeof

middle-classpeople.Tohim goesthecreditofinventingthemiddlestyle.Addison

isregardedbymostoftheeminentcriticstohavecreatedandwhollyperfected

Englishproseasanexpressionofsocialthought.Therehadbeenwritersbefore

AddisonwhocontributedagreatdealtothedevelopmentofEnglishprosestyle.But

AddisondevelopedastylealongwithhisfriendSteelewhichhasbecomefamousas

The Middle Style,a style thatisfamiliarbutnotcoarse,and elegantbutnot

ostentatious,astylethatisalwaysequable,alwayseasy,withoutglowingwordor

pointedsentences.Infact,Addison’sstylehasbeensaidtobemodelstyle.

ThefirstandforemostfeatureofAddison’sprosestyleisitsclarityand

lucidityofexpression.Heexpresseshisthoughtsandideasinsimpleandordinary

languagewithoutcomplexityandambiguity,withoutobscurityandsuperfluity.His

expressionissodirect,clear,spontaneous,free,frankandvividthatthereadersface

almostnodifficultytounderstand.Addisonisequallycapableofexpressinghis

ideasinshortandcompactsentences.Hedoesnottryto produceeffectsby

straining.Itcomesto him spontaneouslybecausehehasaneasymasteryof



language.Nopretentiousness,affectation,pompousnessorverbositycharacterize

hisessays.Hisessayshavebeenenrichedwithsincerity,moderationandpurityof

style.Sotheessayshavebecometheexpressionofhischaracter.Felicitouschoice

ofvocabularyandanequalfelicitousarrangementandacombinationofwordsmark

hisstyle.

Oneofthestrikingqualitiesofhisstyleinessaysishishumour,which

becomesineffectafineirony.Hisstudyofsocietyismildlysatirical.Hishumour

doesnotevokeseriouslaughterandis,therefore,neitheroffensivenorstinging.Yet

hehasattackedsocialvicesandfolliesnodoubt,butitisnotdirectedtoany

individual-menorwomen.Hemakesuseofironynottohurtbuttomakeothers

awareoftheircharacteristicfaults.

Addison’sstyleisnothighlyfigurative.Heusesmanyallusions,anecdotes,

referencesetc.Thoughhisstyleisneartothelanguageofconversation,itisnottoo

informal.Addison’saim andendeavourwas“toenlivenmorality”.Infine,wecannot

butadmitAddison’sgreatservicetoEnglishproseaswellasEnglishliterature.He

showed a perfectEnglish prose style to a large extent,and freed itfrom

extravagances and excesses ofeighteenth century writers,and broughtin it

clearness,lucidityandexactness.
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