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TheArtofStory–Telling

-RichardSteele

RichardSteeleandJosephAddisonarethepioneersofEnglishessays.

SteelestartedtheTatlerandafterwardstheSpectatorandfinallytheGuardian.By

foundingandeditingtheTatler,RichardSteelesinglehandedlyinventedtheconcept

oftheperiodicalessay.Thisnewgenre,withitsaccessiblelanguageandcollective

themes,wasaresponsetoathroughchangeinBritishsociety,andthereading

public.

RichardSteele’sessay,TheArtofStory-TellingwaspublishedinThe

Guardian.

ItisrathercuriousthatwhileSteelenamedhisessayTheArtofStory-

Tellinghemakesanincidentalcommentthatstorytellingisnotanartbutwhatwe

callaknack.ButSteelecallshisessayTheArtofStory-Telling.Thepointisthatthe

wordartcontainstwomeanings.First,itdenotesaproductofcreativeimagination

andinthissenseapaintingofPicassoisasmuchasworkofartasasonnetof

Shakespeare.Butthesecondmeaningoftheworddenoteshumanskillasopposed

tonature.Steeleseestheword‘art’inthetitleofhisessay,keepingthefirstmeaning

ofitinmind.Butwhenhesays,‘storytellingisthereforenotanartbutknack’,hehas

recoursetothesecondmeaningoftheword.Infactitistakenforgrantedthatartis



themanifestation ofman’sinnatepower,hisgenius;itfollowsthatartisnot

opposedtonature,forgeniusitselfisagiftofnature.

AccordingtoSteele,storytellinginvolvesafacultyofnature;unlessoneis

naturallygifted,onewillnotbecutasmartfigureasastoryteller.

Steele starts with the assumption thatwhen a man lacks creative

imagination,hecannotbeasuccessfulstoryteller.Inthisconnection,herefersto

Tom LizardandhisbrotherWill,theTemplar.Theformerhasthegoodfortuneof

havinga‘knack’forstorytelling,theresultisthatwhereverherelatesastoryhe

enlivensitwithhumouranddramaticcharm anditisquiteaneasyjobforhim to

entertainhislistenersimmensely.Ontheotherhandhisbrother,Will,theTemplaris,

innosense,amanofgenius.Thesecretofsuccessinimpressingthelistenerisnot

knowntohim.Nevertheless,hegoestoentertainpeoplebytellingastory.Butashe

startshisstory,heonlyfumbles.Therealityisthatsincethemanisnotnaturallycut

outforbeingastoryteller,hisattempttopleasehisfriendsbynarratingstoriesgoes

invain.SoSteeleillustratesthepointthatstorytellingisnotanartbutaknack.

Thoughageniusaloneisentitledtoshineasastoryteller,therearesome

salientfeaturesthatcharacterizewhatmaybecalled‘theartofstorytelling’.Thatis

tosay,evenifastorytellerisgiftedwithgenius,hecannotfunctionwithoutgenius

discipline.Themethod ofgood storytelling isdiscussed categorywiseinthe

remainingpartofSteele’sessay.

First,storytellinghassomethingdramaticinherentinit.Hencethestory

cannotavoidconversation.Next,forthesakeofeconomy,thenarrativeshouldnot

beobscureandquizzer.Next,thestorytellercannotdowithoutgivingappropriates

ofhumourto his narrative.Besides,the story tellershould move his limbs

dramaticallyalongwithreflectingvariousimpressionsonhisfaceaccordingtothe

moodsandsentimentsofthecharacterwithwhichheidentifieshimself.

Thesecondpointisthatthestorytellershouldrelatehisexpeditionby

extractingtheessentialandrejectingtheredundant.Hemustthrow lightonthe

pleasingaspectsoflife,settingasidethedisagreeableparts.Infact,thestoryteller

mustnotbeundulyseriousandgrave.Humouristhesoulofgoodstorytelling.



Thirdly,thestorytelleroughttoavoidthepracticeofheavydigressions.

Fourthly,thebeginningofstoryishighlyimportant.Hemustnotindulgeinlong

introduction.Afterall,obscurityisnotwhatastorytellershouldprefer.Lastlythe

storyshouldendnormally,givingajerkofsurprisetothelisteners.

HenceSteelecallsstorytellinganartandaddsthetraitsastoryteller

shouldhaveinordertoimpressthelistener.Thegreatcharm ofSteele’sessayisits

naturalness.The conversationaltone ofSteele’s essays reflects the growing

demandsforlearneddiscussioninaninformalaccessiblelanguage.

-----------------------




