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-JosephAddison

JosephAddisonwasanEnglishessayist,poet,playwrightandpolitician.It

ismostlyasan essayistthatAddison isremembered today.Hefounded The

Spectatormagazine with his long -standing friend Richard Steele.During the

eighteenthcenturytheperiodicalTheSpectatorjoineditsrelationshipintoaunionof

collectivethoughtswiththeabilitytoinfluencethepolitical,socialandfinancial

worldaround.ThejournallendstoourunderstandingofdailyEnglishlifeonmany

levels.

In the periodicalThe SpectatorNo.69,entitled The RoyalExchange,

JosephAddisoncreatesapersonathatrevealsanewdiversesocietyofmerchants

whocreatedtheRoyalExchangeandwhorivalledthepowersofParliamentandpast

MonarchiesovertheBritishdomains.

TheRoyalExchange,intheheartofthecity(financialdistrict)ofLondon

wasnotonlyahubforbusinessandshoppingbutalsoasymbolof“globalization”:

the increasing importance ofinternationalcommerce to the British economy.

Addison’sidyllicpictureoftheexchangewrittenin1711,celebratesthewayinwhich

thewholeworldseemstorevolvearoundtheblessingsoftrade.ButmanyEnglish

people also worried that foreign luxuries might sap the nationalspirit of

independenceandself-sufficiency.



ThepersonaMr.Spectatordeclaresthatheisbeingcompletelycaptivated

bythe“mixingofseveralministersofcommerce”withtheabilitytocommunicate

andcreateincrediblefinancialtransactionsinthemulti-nationalmeltingpotthrough

GreatBritain.Mr.Addison’spersonarelateshow vastthewealthofmerchantsis,

thatinfluencedthelivelihoodofBritain.Thepersonafurtherimpliesthatthese

powerfulmerchantscreatemorefinancialwealththantheroyaltreasurycontrolled

by“OldKings”.

AdditionallyMr.Spectatorspeaks ofGreatBritain’s fragile state with

naturebecausetheclimateandsoilarenotconducivefortheproductionofmany

naturalproducts.The persona states that nature furnishes just the “bare

necessities”inGreatBritainandthatmostcommoditiesof“richness”aresupplied

throughthecommercecreatedbytheExchange.Thisisapowerfulstatementthat

hasgreatinfluenceonthereaders.Themerchantsandcommonman’sdesires

include financialsuccess and consumption ofallthe wonderfulproducts that

aboundthroughouttheworld,andshouldbeenjoyedthroughthefruitionofthe

Exchange.

Addisondescribeshimselfasa“citizenoftheworld”,besidesexplaining

theadvantageoftradebetweennations.Addisoncreatesalinkbetweenthenatural

worldandtheinternationalcommunication,implyingthatnatureseemstohave

spreadits“gift”tocreateconnectionsandbondsbetweencountries.Thewriteralso

picksup onhow eachcountryseemsto bring itsownuniqueproduceto the

Exchange.Franceisreferredtoas‘OurPotters’.AddisonshowsthatEnglandis

somewhatdependentonothercountriesforproduceandheevengoesasfaras

referringtoEnglandas“barren”.

Addison’saccountoftheRoyalExchangeissomewhathumorousinparts.

ThewriterpicksupontheideathatEnglandasanationisluckyasitdoesnothave

todealwiththeextremeclimates,yetatthesametimeisabletoreaptherewards

from othercountrieswhogrowtheirproducewithintheseconditions.

TheRoyalExchangedescribesthenewpoweroftheLondonStockmarket

inordertodrawpowerawayfrom theDutch.TheEnglishbasicallywantedtoappear



morerichanddiverse.Theline“Thefoodoftengrowsinonecountryandthesauce

intheother”showsushowEnglandwantedtobeatonceEnglishanduniversalat

thesametime.Certainpassagesoftheessayshow how tightlykniteconomyand

politicswereduringAddison’stimeandtheyalsopresenttheloveforimperialism

and colonialism.Though the essayinspires nationalpride and propagandistic

intentions,italsotriestostimulatecommerceandtrade.

ThusAddisonglorifiesconsumerism andtradethroughtheessay.He

describesakindofcollectiveconsciousness,ofallcountriesandpeoples,alsoof

materialgoods,workingtocompetewitheachother,impartingvalue.
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