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IB.A.English

Semester–I

Subject&Code:IndianWritinginEnglish(17UENC13)

Unit–VShortStory

Preparedby

Ms.H.Rakhiba,

AssistantProfessorofEnglish.

Neiypayasam

-KamalaDas

KamalaDas,regardedasMotherofModernIndianEnglishpoetry,isoneof

theprominentIndianwritersofthe1960swritinginEnglish.Sheisawomanwhohas

attainedworldwiderecognition.Shedrawshermaininspirationofwritingfrom her

hatredofthechauvinisticattitudeofmentowardswomeninthetraditionalIndian

society.Shecravesforlove,companionshipandunderstanding.Sheisaserious

womanwriterwhohasdeepconcerninthedescriptionofIndianwomeninliterature.

Inthebeginningofhercareer,KamalaDaswroteverypopularshortstoriesin

Malayalam.KamalaDas’maidennamewasMadhavikutty.Shehascreatedanew

landscapeforhumanexperiencesusingthedepthsofthefemalepsycheportrayed

inherstories.

KamalaDaswroteNeipayasam inMalayalam,anIndiandialect.Whenitwas

translatedintoEnglish,thestorywasgiventhename“SweetMilk”.Thenarrationis

omniscientthirdpersonfocusingontheunnamedfatherastheprotagonistofthe

story.

Ayoungmotherisfounddeadfrom aheartattackinherkitchen.Thestory

beginswiththewoman’shusbandreturningfrom thecremationandfuneralofthe

wife.Tearful,itisobviousthatheisinashock.Hisconcernisforhischildrenand

howhewillcarrytheresponsibilityforhimselfandhiswife.

Whenthefatherarrivesathome,twoofhisthreesonsarewaitingforhim.
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Themiddlesonissleeping.Immediatelythefatherdecidesnottotelltheboysabout

theirmotheruntilthenextday.Thereisnoreasontoruintheirsleep.Theboys

enquireabouttheirmotherthinkingthatshehastospendthenightinthehospital.

Thefatherrespondsbytellingthem thatthemotherwillreturn.

TheImportanceoftheNeipayasm

Themotherhasalovinglegacyforherchildren.Beforethemotherhadher

heartattack,shefollowedherusualroutinepreparingfoodaswellaspotatoesanda

specialtreatforthechildrenfortheeveningmealwhentheyreturnedfrom school.

Theboyslovedtheirmother’spayasam.Itwastheirfavouritesnack.

Whenhesawtheboys,thefatherlearntthattheyhadnoteaten.Heofferedto

fixthem ameal.Alltheboyswanted theirmother’streatthatshehad made

especiallyforthem.First,thefatherthoughtthattheboysshouldnoteatthefood

theirmotherhadpreparedbecauseitwastouchedbydeath.Then,withamelancholy

feeling,hedecidedthattheyshouldbeabletoeatthepayasam sinceitwasthelast

thingthattheirmotherwouldevermakeforthem.

Astheolderboybegantoeat,hecommentedthathismothermadewonderful

neipayasam.Withthiscommentconcerningthefood,theboyexpressedhislovefor

hismotherandappreciationforhermakingthem theirfavouritefood.Sadly,hewas

unawareoftheimportanceofthispayasam,whichwasthelasttheirmotherwould

everhavemadeforthem.Theywouldneveragainbeabletoeattheirmother’s

cooking.

Nolongerwasthefatherabletoholdbackhistears,andherushedtothe

bathroom tohidehisgrieffrom hisboys.Whatwouldthenextdaybringwithoutthe

mother’slove!

Withoutthefather’snamerevealed,thefatherbecomesauniversalfigurefor

allmenwholosetheirwivesandworryabouthowtocopewithouttheirpartners.The

storyemploysanunemotionalqualitywhichmakesthestoryevenmorepoignant.It

illustratestheshockanddismaythefatherfeelsforhislifeandhisthreesons.
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