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IB.A.English

Semester–I

Subject&Code:IndianWritinginEnglish(17UENC13)

Unit–VShortStory

Preparedby

Ms.H.Rakhiba,

AssistantProfessorofEnglish.

ToNunwithLove

- ShivK.Kumar

ShivK.Kumar,themodernEnglishpoetandshortstorywriterisawizardof

words.Heiswellknownasanintellectual.Kumar’sstoriescentrerounddelicatebut

strikingportraitsofhumanrelationshipswithvariedcombinationsofcharacters.

ThestoriesofShivK.Kumarhavefourfacets–sociological,cultural,moraland

psychological.Hisplotsmoveroundthepainsoflifeoriginatingfrom theconflicting

callsofheadandheartorthenonconducivefamilysituation.

Spiritualloveandreligiousfaithform thekeynoteofthestoryToNunwith

Love,whichisbyfarthebestofallthestoriesofKumar.Thetruesignificanceof

love,whichis‘BeyondLove’meant“profoundunderstanding”heretouchesits

zenithwithaMiltonicblendofChristianityandhumanism.SisterJasmina,anun

andHeadmistressofJesusPrimarySchool,Gondipally,andtheunnamedletter

writerwhoisoneoftheguardianswhotakeshislittledaughtertoschooleveryday,

areparadoxicallycomplementaryfigurestoeachother.Bothareequallyignorantof

thehighermeaningofloveandtherealidentityoftheirinnerbeings.Having

renouncedarichfamilylife,thenunbelievesthatshehasconqueredthephysical

sensesandisthereforequalifiedtobereckonedasincorruptible.Butthethreelove

lettersofthemanleavehershakentotheverycoreofherbelief.Thedesiretoscan

herownbeautifulbodybecomesirresistibleandthewindow panesofherschool

officebecomemirrorspronouncinghersharpcontours.Sheisdisturbedtofeelthat

shewasexposedblasphemouslytotheevil.Inheragitatedstateofmindshe

movestotheconfessionalasthoughshewereasinner.Buttheclergymanfailsto
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answerherquestion.Thisissuggestiveofthelimitationsofadogmatictruth.

Indeed,itisherlackofawarenessofthesacrednessofher“accursed”beautythat

leadshertointensementalconflict.Butwhenshereceivesthelastlove-letter,all

herapprehensionscomeuntrueandherreligio-moralcrisisendsintoaffirmation.

Sheachievesastateofblissastherosestudded“scentedazureenvelops”finally

wakeherupfrom the“azureleadensleep”ofritualisticbeliefs.Sheemergesasa

Keatseanangelofbeauty.

Themarriedman,ontheotherhand,whom SisterJasminaconsideredasthe

agentofevildeterminedtodestroyhergloryofrenunciation,finallyturnsouttobea

realized soul.Hisapparentlyunholyfascination forherphysicalselfgradually

unfoldstohim themysteryofbody-soulrelationship.Sensuouslovebecomesa

meanstodevelopspiritualunionwiththeunseenandtheunknown.Thisperception

ofthedivineinthetempleofthebodyoffersthephilosophyofdetachmentthrough

involvement.Inthisexperienceoflovegettingelevatedtospiritualheightsitisreally

difficultforthereadertosayastowhohelpedwhom morethattheother.Jasmina’s

abstinenceandescapefrom GondipallytoZaminabadandtheman’sindulgence

andpursuancebothendupatthesamepoint,apointwhereallcontradictionsmeet

andmergeintothehighestunityofbeingsymbolizedinthestorybythefragrance

ofthevermillionrose.

ShivK.Kumarismoreinterestedinpaintingthemindscapeofthecharacters,

instudyingthecomplexitiesofhumanbehaviour.Hestandsinthetraditionofa

psychologicalshortstorywriter.Hisstoriesdealchieflywiththepushandpullof

psychogenicstresses.Thereisagreatemotionalvitalityinhisreaderfriendly

narrative.Hisstoriespresentanaestheticcombinationoflyricalevocation.Extra

marital relationship is one of the themes of Kumar’s stories. Conjugal

incompatibilitywhichformsthecontentofmanyofKumar’sstories,hasbeen

invariablyusedforpresenting,besidesotherthings,theclashofegos,theconflict

betweenintellectandemotion.Thewriteroftheletteraswellashiswifeisan

exampleofcharactersundergoingtheclashofegosandconjugalincompatibility.

Kumar’sfrequentbutvariedreturnstothethemesoffidelityandbetrayalin

hisfictionaffirmshisstoryinterestinthepredicamentofman’slonelinessand

isolation.Herevealsthetrueselvesofhischaracters,bothmaleandfemale.He
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exposesboththecoquetryofthewifeandthephilanderingofthehusband.He

neitherpresents wives only as devoted worshippers norhusbands only as

considerateandaffectionateones.Instead,heprobesjudiciouslyintothecomplex

psychologyofill-matchedcouples.

Kumar’s delineation offemale characters is both delicate and sensitive

showinghiscarefulattemptatperceivingtheirinnerurgesanddiscomfitures.

JasmineinToNunwithLoveprovidesampleevidencetothefactthatthewriterhas

triedfirstlytoincapacitatetheimageofwomanasanenigmaandsecondlytoget

them releasedfrom theirgender-prisonandmakethem assertive.

Kumartakesupasimpleincidentandexperiencefrom thevastexpanseof

lifearoundintheworldandinvestsitwithaestheticqualitiesandtrueexcitement

heightenedbytheuseofirony.Hisromanticsensibilityandaestheticperception

havemadehistalestestamentsoflove,compassionandfreedom.
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